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Purpose
This Alden Central School District Reopening Plan Addendum April 2021
In-Person Instruction at Pre-K to Grade 12 Schools during the COVID-19 Public Health
Emergency serves as an update to the plan originally created in August 2020 to provide all elementary
(including pre-kindergarten), middle, and high schools, as well as employees, contractors, students,
and parents/legal guardians of students with precautions to help protect against the spread of COVID19 for schools that are authorized to provide in-person instruction in the 2020-2021 school year. This
April 2021 update is intended to align reopening plans with the most recent recommendations from
the Centers from Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the New York State Department of Health
on how to prioritize safe in-person learning in schools while adhering to layered mitigation strategies.
Where this addendum differs from the previously posted reopening plan, the addendum will prevail as
it includes the most recent requirements and guidance.
The plan will be shared with Erie County Department of Health, the New York State Education
Department, and will be posted on the District webpage. The contents of the plan include:
(1) Reopening of school facilities for in-person instruction
(2) Monitoring of health conditions
(3) Containment of potential transmission of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
(4) Closure of school facilities and in-person instruction, if necessitated by widespread virus
transmission.
Please note, the Erie County Department of Health is the entity charged with ensuring the enforcement
of standards. The plan will be revised in accordance with updates from ECDOH.
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Stakeholder Engagement
The Alden Central School District plan continues to reflect our commitment to engagement with school
stakeholders and community members (e.g., administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents/legal
guardians of students, local health care providers, and affiliated organizations, such as unions, alumni,
and/or community-based groups), and local health departments. The table below offers a timeline:

Date/s

Stakeholder Group/s

Event

February 3, 2021

Associations and Bargaining Units

Team Meeting

March 9, 2021

Administrators, Association and Union
Leadership Team Members

Faculty and Staff Association
Meeting

Week of
March 22nd

Families and Students

Survey

March 22, 2021April 1, 2021

Alden Primary
Alden Intermediate
Alden Middle
Aden High
Administrators, Faculty, Staff

Building Level Faculty Meetings

School Stakeholders, Community
Members, Administrators, Faculty, Staff,
Students, Parents/Legal Guardians, Local
Health Care Providers, and Local Health
Departments

Town Hall Meeting

April 13, 2021

April 15, 2021

Faculty Meetings
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Plan Requirements- Reopening of In-Person Instruction
April 9, 2021 CDC and NYSDOH Guidance Update: Due to evidence that transmission risk ranges by
the age of the student, the CDC recommends that physical distancing requirements differ by grade
level and community transmission risk. Evidence indicates that there is lower susceptibility and
incidence of COVID-19 among younger children than compared to teenagers; therefore, in-person
instruction represents less risk of on-site transmission in elementary schools compared to middle
and high schools. Regardless of the level of community transmission, Alden Central Schools will
continue to use and layer prevention strategies. Five key prevention strategies are essential to safe
delivery of in-person instruction and help to prevent COVID-19 transmission in schools:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Universal and correct use of masks
Physical distancing
Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities
Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine

Grades K-6 and Grades 7-12- Capacity/Physical Distancing/PPE and Masks:

•

As of April 26, 2021, Elementary Grades K-6 will be allowed to conduct five days per week
in person instruction for all students utilizing 3 feet of physical distancing and cohorting in
accordance with CDC and NYSDOH Guidance (see Appendix A for CDC Chart). Face masks are
required at all times, except for meals.

•

As of May 19, 2021 , Secondary Grades 7-12 students will be allowed to conduct five days
per week in-person instruction for all students utilizing 3-feet of physical distancing in
accordance with CDC and NYSDOH Guidance (see Appendix A for CDC Chart). Face masks are
required at all times, except for meals.

•

Please note, there are specific exceptions where a minimum of six feet of distance must be
maintained:
▪ Six feet is always the required distancing between adults (teachers, staff, visitors)
and between students and adults.
▪ Six feet of distance is required when eating meals or snacks, or drinking, or other
times masks must be removed.
▪ Individuals participating in activities that require projecting the voice (e.g., singing)
or playing a wind instrument must be six feet apart and there must be six feet of
distance between the performers and the audience during performances and
concerts.
▪ Six feet of physical distance must be maintained in common areas and outside of
classrooms (e.g. lobbies, auditoriums, gymnasiums, cafeterias, and hallways),
where possible.

Operations/Hygiene/Cleaning/Disinfection:

•

In order to safely reopen for five days a week of in person instruction, plans consistent with
requirements for facilities and grounds, such as cleaning and disinfection, building ventilation,
water systems, and other key facility components, as applicable will continue.
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•

Protocols and procedures for school-wide cleaning and disinfection of classrooms, restrooms,
cafeterias, libraries, school buses, and all other school facilities, as well as training and
promotion of hand and respiratory hygiene among all individuals in school facilities and on
school grounds remain in place and will continue to be reviewed and evaluated for needed
changes.

Extracurriculars:

Extracurricular programs and activities will be allowed by building principals, adhering to physical
distancing, PPE usage, and cleaning and disinfection, as well as risk of COVID-19 transmission
advisories from the NYSDOH and the ECDOH. Maintaining cohorts, if applicable, or keeping members
of the same household together will be considered. Alden Central School District will refer to DOH’s
“Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” (March
25, 2021) to assist in conducting school-sponsored sports. As required, if school is closed for in-person
education during the school year due to an increase in confirmed COVID-19 cases, school-sponsored
sports and extracurricular activities must be suspended until in-person education is resumed.
Before and Aftercare:

Alden Central School District requires that the YMCA as our contracted service provider for the before
and aftercare programs, will adhere to the same physical distancing, PPE usage, and cleaning and
disinfection requirements, as grade level school-based operations
Vulnerable Populations:

Vulnerable student populations who are at increased risk for severe COVID-19 illness, and individuals
who may not feel comfortable returning to 5 day per week in-person educational environment may
continue or shift to our fully remote instructional plan at grades K-12 to allow them to safely participate
in educational activities and, where appropriate, accommodate their specific circumstances. Providing
additional PPE to individuals with underlying health conditions has been in place and will continue.
Persons in need of additional PPE may reach out to the school nurse to access supplies.
•

The use of clear face masks has been in place to accommodate individuals who have hearing
impairment or loss. This remains and important accommodation and will continue to be
supported.

•

Minimizing COVID-19 exposure risk for students, faculty, and staff, to the greatest extent
possible when students are receiving speech and language services, medical support, and
other services where distancing may not be possible has been a priority. Additional PPE has
been made available and additional hand and respiratory hygiene accommodations have been
and will continue to be in place.

Shared Materials/Objects:

Each School building has plans in place to limit the sharing of objects, such as lockers, cubbies, laptops,
notebooks, touchscreens, writing utensils, chalk and dry erase boards, musical instruments, tools, and
toys. Students, faculty, and staff perform hand hygiene before and after contact with items which
must be shared.
Transportation/Student Drop Off and Pick Up:

Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, protocols and procedures, which include that
individuals must wear acceptable masks at all times on school buses (e.g., entering, exiting, and
seated), and that individuals should maintain appropriate physical distancing, unless they are members
of the same household have been and will continue to be implemented.
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•

•

Maximizing distance between students on school buses (for example, seat children one child
per row and skip rows), and increasing ventilation when possible, will continue. Parents/legal
guardians may continue to drop off or walk students to school which will also reduce density
on buses.
Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up procedures at grades K-5 have been adjusted in order to avoid
congestion and limit contact and entry of parents/legal guardians into the building, to the
greatest extent possible. Building procedures will be:
o

o

o
o

Alden Primary School Drop-Off and Pick-Up
▪ Student drop-off will occur between 8:35 a.m. – 8:55 a.m. Parents should
utilize the designated drop-off lane. Vehicles should never be left unattended.
▪ Student pick-up will occur between 3:05 p.m. – 3:25 p.m. Parents should
remain in vehicles and wait for students to be brought out of the building by
Primary School staff. Students will be escorted to vehicles in small groups,
single file, by designated staff members.
Alden Intermediate School Drop-Off and Pick-Up
▪ Student drop-off will occur between 8:35 a.m. – 8:55 a.m. in the Middle
School parking lot. Lyons Loop will be closed during this time to limit
congestion on Crittenden Road. Staff will be available to ensure students enter
the building safely.
▪ Student pick-up will coincide with 3:25 p.m. dismissal. Students who will be
picked up will be walked to the Middle School parking lot. Lyons Loop will
be closed for afternoon dismissal.
Alden Middle School Drop-Off and Pick-Up
▪ No changes to the current procedure.
Alden High School Drop-Off and Pick-Up
▪ No changes to the current procedure.

Food Services:

Protocols and procedures for onsite and remote food services for students, considering appropriate
physical distancing and any modifications to service have been considered by the District (e.g.,
providing meals in a combination of classrooms and cafeterias, staggering meal periods, additional
serving lines, etc.). Measures remain in place to protect students with food allergies both within the
cafeteria as well as in circumstances where the District will be providing meals in spaces outside the
cafeteria. Please contact the Food Services Director at (716) 937-9116, ext. 4186 with questions or
changes for your child.
•

School Meals- In Person
o Alden School District will ensure physical distancing of 6 feet between individuals while
eating in the school cafeteria. When this is not feasible due to the size of the group
meals will be served in alternate areas (e.g., classrooms) and in staggered meal periods
to ensure physical distancing and proper cleaning and disinfection between students.
o Alden School District is required to prohibit sharing of food and beverages (e.g., buffet
style meals, snacks), unless individuals are members of the same household.
o Alden School District will continue cleaning in between groups of students arriving for
meals, if served in the same common area (e.g., cafeteria).
o Hand hygiene prior to as well as after eating will continue and will maintain the use of
hand sanitizing stations throughout the school building and in proximity to food service
areas.
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•

School Meals- Hybrid and Remote
o Meal Service for fully remote and hybrid students will continue as posted.
o Please contact the Food Services Director at (716) 937-9116, ext. 4186 with questions
or changes for your child.

Mental Health, Behavioral, and Emotional Support Services and Programs:

Available resources and referrals to address mental health, behavioral, and emotional needs of
students, faculty, and staff have been a priority throughout the COVID-19 public health emergency.
•

For grades 7-12, the Pupil Personnel Support Staff (School social worker, school counselors,
school psychologists) will continue with proactive measures including, but not limited to:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

•

In Person Counseling
Wellness Wednesdays
Restorative Circles
Advisement Periods
Virtual Counselor’s Offices
Referral to Agency and Community Support Systems
Periodic Survey Assessments of Need
Support and Training for Staff on Coping, Resilience During COVID-19

For grades K-6 the Pupil Personnel Support Staff (School social worker, school counselors,
school psychologists) will continue with proactive measures including, but not limited to:
o
o
o
o
o
o

In Person Counseling
Classroom and Grade Level Lessons
Collaboration with Classroom Teachers and Families for Preventive Planning
Virtual Counselor’s Offices
Referral to Agency and Community Support Systems
Support and Training for Staff on Coping, Resilience During COVID-19

Communication:

Communications plans for students, parents/legal guardians of students, faculty, staff, and visitors
that includes applicable instructions, training, signage, will continue to be posted to the District
webpage. The District will utilize multiple platforms to share information with families and the
community including:
•
•
•
•
•

Letters
Telephone Calls
Email
Social Media
District Web Page
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Plan Requirements- Monitoring of Health Conditions
Monitoring Protocols and procedures to track health conditions at our schools have been and will

continue to be in place. The following will support our ongoing efforts to ensure the health and safety
of all our Alden Central School District members:
•

Daily Screening: Daily health screenings, including temperature checks, of students (see

Appendix D), faculty, staff, and, where applicable, contractors, vendors, and visitors to identify
any individuals who may have COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the COVID-19
virus are mandatory. Screening stations for faculty, staff, and visitors are located in each
building and/or office.
o Families who are unable to conduct daily health screenings should contact their school
nurse to arrange for screening to occur.
o Persons with a temperature of greater than 100.0°F, will denied entry into the facility,
or sent directly to a dedicated containment area prior to being picked up or otherwise
sent home.
o The Alden Central School Districts nurses are required to conduct periodic in-person
screening activities, including temperature checks. School nurses are appropriately
protected with required PPE. (ex: mask, gloves, a gown, and/or a face shield).
•

Visitors: The Alden Central School District has, and will continue to, limit the number of visitors

permitted on school grounds or in school facilities. If visitors are required or allowed, screening
of visitors will be conducted as follows:
o

o
•

Remote screening will be coordinated to identify visitors who should not come to the
school and should be referred to their health care provider for further evaluation and
COVID-19 testing.
On-site screening will be available for visitors who are unable to screen prior to arrival.
Visitors will utilize the screening stations located in each building/office.

Symptoms: Please refer to CDC guidance on “Symptoms of Coronavirus” for the most up to

date information on symptoms associated with COVID-19.
o

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to
the virus. As of February 21, 2021 the CDC lists the most common symptoms of COVID19:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

o

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

Please note that the manifestation of COVID-19 in children, although similar, is not
always the same as that for adults. Children may be less likely to present with fever as
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an initial symptom, and may only have gastrointestinal tract symptoms, which should
be taken into consideration during the required daily screening process.
Diagnostic and Screening Testing

•

Any member of the Alden Central School District school community who is experiencing COVID19 symptoms, is a direct contact of a person identified as having COVID-19 or has been
otherwise exposed to COVID-19 is advised to seek diagnostic testing.

•

Each school nurse maintains a listing of available testing locations within the community as
well as information regarding health and safety during COVID-19 for families.

•

The local Departments of Health serving the Alden Central School District families maintain up
to date testing information on their respective web pages. Local Department of Health
information can be found in Appendix E and is also as follows:
o

Erie County Department of Health https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid19-testing-information

o

Wyoming County Department of Health https://www.wyomingco.net/595/COVID-19

o

Genesee County Department of Health
https://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/health/coronavirus_2019/index.php

School Health Offices

•

School districts may be required to implement testing systems in school facilities in
collaboration with local health departments. Families will be notified if Alden Central School
District is required to implement COVID-19 testing.

•

Each school building in Alden Central School District has defined protocols for caring for a
student, faculty, or staff member who develops COVID-19 symptoms during the school day.
These protocols include:

•

o

A dedicated area to separate students, faculty, or staff with symptoms of COVID19
from others until they can go home or to a health care facility, depending on severity
of illness;

o

Plans to ensure that symptomatic students who are waiting to be picked up remain
under the visual supervision of a staff member who is physically distanced.

o

PPE requirements for school health office staff caring for sick individuals, includes the
use of both standard and transmission-based precautions and eye protection (i.e.,
goggles or face shield). When caring for a suspected or confirmed individual with
COVID-19, gloves, a gown, and a fit-tested N-95 respirator should be used, if available
(or surgical face mask and face shield, if not available), as well as eye protection.

o

Required guidelines for cleaning and disinfection are in place.

Each school building in Alden Central School District has defined protocols for asthma-related
acute respiratory treatment care using up to date standard of care including:
o

Nebulizer treatments and suctioning as identified by the CDC as aerosol-generating
procedures requiring a N-95 mask fitted to the healthcare worker;
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o

Consultation with students’ healthcare providers for alternate asthma medication
delivery systems.

Tracing, Tracking, Metrics and Notification

•

•

•

•

If/when positive COVID-19 cases are confirmed by one of our school building nurses, families
will continue to be notified, and the school team will work collaboratively with the local
department of health to determine close contacts.
In the case of an individual testing positive, Alden Central School District has a plan in place
to support local health departments in tracing all close contacts of the individual, in accordance
with the protocols, training, and tools provided through the New York State Contact Tracing
Program.
Confidentiality must be maintained as required by federal and state law and regulations. School
districts must cooperate with state and local health department contact tracing, isolation, and
quarantine efforts.
Alden Central School District works collaboratively with the Erie County Department of Health
and the New York State Department of Health for instances when measures that serve as
warning signs that the level of COVID-19 transmission may be increasing in the school setting
beyond an acceptable level. In the event the District receives information necessitating a class,
building, or school closure, this will be communicated to impacted families through multiple
methods including:
o
o
o
o
o

•

Letters
Telephone Calls
Email
Social Media
District Web Page

Alden Central School District has been and will continue to notify the state and local health
department immediately upon being informed of any positive COVID-19 diagnostic test result
by an individual in school facilities or on school grounds, including students, faculty, staff, and
visitors.

Indicators of Community Transmission

•

The CDC recommends and the New York State Department of Health Guidance (April 9, 2021)
requires that public health officials and school administrators consider the total new cases per
100,000 persons in the community within the preceding 7 days and the percentage of
molecular tests that are positive within the preceding 7 days when making decisions about
physical distancing. Levels of community transmission defined as total new cases per 100,000
persons in the past 7 days (low, 0-9; moderate, 10-49; substantial, 50-99; high, ≥100) and
percentage of positive tests in the past 7 days (low, <5%; moderate, 5-7.9%; substantial, 89.9%; high, ≥10%). See Appendix A.

•

NYS publishes near real-time COVID-19 data on the NYSDOH COVID-19 Tracker.

Quarantine, Isolation, and Return to School

•

State and local health departments will implement monitoring and movement restrictions of
COVID19 infected or exposed persons, including isolation or quarantine.
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•

Alden Central School District has reporting plans in place for individuals who are alerted that
they have come into close or proximate contact with a person with COVID-19, and have been
alerted to such exposure via tracing, tracking or other mechanism. The District adheres to
DOH guidance regarding protocols and policies for faculty and staff seeking to return to work
after a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or after the faculty or staff member had close
or proximate contact with a person with COVID-19.
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Plan Requirements- Containment of Potential Transmission of COVID-19
Containment includes protocols and procedures for how to respond to positive or presumed-positive

cases, as well as preventative practices.
School Health Offices: Protocols for safely caring for a student, faculty, or staff member if they develop

symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day in accordance with the Interim Guidance for SchoolBased Health Centers Regarding COVID-19 and the New York State Department of Health
School-Based Health Center Dental Program Reopening Addendum have been and continue
to be an essential component of maintaining a healthy and safe environment.
•

Specialized Ventilation Considerations for Nurses Stations and Isolation Rooms
o

Each school building has designated one room for short-term isolation of suspected
infected persons.

o
•

Each school building has maximized outdoor air ventilation of these areas, including
locations with windows for fresh air where possible, and portable air filtration units

Isolation: Each building has procedures to isolate individuals who screen positive upon arrival,

or symptomatic individuals should they become symptomatic while at school. Appropriate
PPE for school health office staff caring for the symptomatic individual has been and will
continue to be in place. Safe pick-up arrangements for symptomatic students, faculty, and
staff are in place and symptomatic individuals are advised of health protocols and resources.
•

Infected Individuals: Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 are required

•

Exposed Individuals: Students and staff who were exposed to the COVID-19 virus and

•

Vaccination: In New York State, P-12 Teachers and staff have been eligible to receive the

by the Erie County Department of Health to complete isolation and/or quarantine while
recovering. Discharge from isolation and/or quarantine and return to school will continue to
be conducted in coordination with the local health department.
determined to be close contacts or household contacts may be required by the Erie County
Department of Health to complete quarantine even if they have not developed symptoms.
There are certain exceptions for vaccinated individuals and those with prior COVID-19 infection
detailed below. Discharge from quarantine and return to school will continue to be conducted
in coordination with the local health department.
COVID19 vaccine since January 11, 2021. Asymptomatic fully vaccinated individuals do not
need to quarantine if exposed to COVID-19.

•

Previous COVID-19 infection: Asymptomatic individuals who have recovered from laboratory

confirmed COVID-19 infection during the previous 3 months do not need to quarantine if
exposed to COVID-19.
•

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection: Alden Central School District has established routines and

protocols for intermittent daily cleaning, as well as deep cleaning and disinfection following
guidance set forth by NYSDOH and CDC.
•

Contact Tracing: Plans to support local health departments in contact tracing efforts using the

protocols, training, and tools provided through the New York State Contact Tracing Program
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•

Communication: Daily screening protocols and safety measures taken by the District has been

and will continue to be shared with all relevant parties including parents/legal guardians,
faculty, staff, students, and the local community.
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Plan Requirements- Closure of School Facilities and In-Person Instruction if Necessitated
by Widespread Virus Transmission
Closure of schools for in person instruction due to widespread COVID-19 virus transmission is a serious
step taken in collaboration with the Erie County Department of Health. Contingency plans and
procedures for decreasing the scale or scope of in-person education (ex: reverting to a hybrid
schedule), prior to closing the school for in person instruction entirely has been and will continue to
be a key contributor to decision making. The CDC and the NYSDOH have provided thresholds for safe
participation in educational environments (See Appendix A). Evidence indicates that there is lower
susceptibility and incidence of COVID-19 among younger children than compared to teenagers;
therefore, in-person instruction represents less risk of on-site transmission in elementary schools
compared to middle and high schools.
•

•

Operational Activity Grade K-6 and Grades 7-12

o

Alden Central School District will work collaboratively with the Erie County Department
of Health to identify any students in close contact. Close contacts are defined by the
Erie County Department of Health as “any individual who was within 6 feet of an
infected person for at least 10 minutes starting from 48 hours before illness onset” on
the flow chart found at:
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/IQFlowC
hart03292021.pdf

o

Alden Central School District will work collaboratively with the Erie County Department
of Health to follow orders and requirements for classroom closures due to COVID-19
contacts.

o

Should closures of in person learning be required by the Erie Country Department of
Health, instruction will shift to our remote model.

o

Should decreased capacity for in person learning be required by the Erie Country
Department of Health, instruction will shift to our hybrid (Blue and Gold) model.

Communication In the event the District receives information necessitating a class, building,

or school closure, this will be communicated to impacted families through multiple methods
including:
o
o
o
o
o

Letters
Telephone Calls
Email
Social Media
District Web Page
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Other Requirements
A. Personal Protective Equipment
•

Masks should have at least two layers of material (e.g. 2-ply). Acceptable masks for COVID19 include but are not limited to cloth-based masks (e.g., homemade sewn, quick cut, and
surgical masks that cover both the mouth and nose. Face shields worn without other masks
are not considered adequate protection or source control against COVID-19 and should not be
used. Please refer to the updated Face Masks and Coverings for COVID-19 for
recommendations on how to wear masks, how to improve mask protection, a list of which
masks are NOT recommended, as well as how individuals can protect themselves while putting
on and taking off a mask.
School districts and faculty may use alternate PPE (i.e., masks that are transparent at or
around the mouth) for instruction or interventions that require visualization of the movement
of the lips and/or mouths (e.g., speech therapy). These alternate masks may also be used
for certain students (e.g., hearing impaired) who benefit from being able to see more of the
face of the faculty or staff member.

•

However, cloth-based masks or disposable masks shall not be considered acceptable masks
for workplace activities that require a higher degree of protection for PPE due to the nature of
the work. For those types of activities, N-95 respirators or other PPE used under existing
industry standards should continue to be used, in accordance with OSHA guidelines.

•

In addition to the necessary PPE as required for certain workplace activities, Alden Central
School District has provided acceptable masks and will continue to provide such masks to their
faculty and staff who directly interact with students or members of the public while at work at
no cost to the faculty or staff member, pursuant to Executive Order 202.16, as amended and
extended.

•

Alden Central School District has an adequate supply of masks and other required PPE on hand
should faculty or staff need a replacement, or a student be in need.

•

Alden Central School District has advised students, faculty, staff, and visitors that they are
required to wear masks at all times in school buildings, except when eating.

•

Alden Central School District allows students, faculty, and staff to use their own acceptable
masks, and cannot require faculty and staff to supply their own masks. Employees will not be
prevented from wearing their personally owned protective masks (e.g., surgical masks, N-95
respirators,), as long as they adhere to the minimum standards of protection for the specific
activity. Alden Central School District may require employees to wear more protective PPE due
to the nature of their work in compliance with all applicable OSHA standards.

•

Masks should be cleaned or replaced after use and must not be shared. Students and
parents/legal guardians should take responsibility for maintaining their masks. Please consult
CDC guidance for additional information on cloth masks and other types of PPE, as well as
instructions on use and cleaning.
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B. Hygiene/Cleaning/Disinfection
Hygiene

•

Alden Central School District will ensure adherence to hygiene and cleaning and disinfection
requirements as advised by the CDC and DOH, including “Guidance for Cleaning and
Disinfection of Public and Private Facilities for COVID-19,” and the “STOP THE SPREAD” poster,
as applicable. Alden Central School District maintains logs that include the date, time, and
scope of cleaning and disinfection.

•

Alden Central School District has trained all students, faculty, and staff on proper hand and
respiratory hygiene, and previously provided information to parents and/or legal guardians on
ways to reinforce this at home.

•

Reminders have been posted and instruction related to proper handwashing with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds has been conducted.

•

Teachers, staff, and students are advised to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, dispose
of used tissues immediately, and wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

•

Alden Central School District has provided and maintains hand hygiene stations around the
school, as follows:
o

For handwashing: soap, running warm water, and disposable paper towels.

o

For hand sanitizing: an alcohol-based hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol for
areas where handwashing facilities may not be available or practical.
 Student use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers should always be supervised by
adults to minimize accidental ingestion and promote safe usage; supervision is
required for elementary school students.
Parents/guardians can inform the school that they do not want their child to use
alcohol based hand sanitizers by sending a written notice to the school and
accommodations will be made.

o

Hand sanitizer is available throughout common areas. It is placed in convenient
locations, such as at building, classroom, and cafeteria entrances and exits. Touch-free
hand sanitizer dispensers should be installed where possible.
 Signage near hand sanitizer stations indicates that visibly soiled hands should be
washed with soap and water;
 Please note, alcohol-based hand sanitizers can be flammable and may not be
suitable for certain areas in school facilities and on school grounds.

•

Receptacles have been placed around the school for disposal of soiled items, including paper
towels and PPE.

•

Hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes are available near shared amenities.

Cleaning and Disinfection

•

Cleaning and disinfection are the primary responsibility of the school’s custodial staff. However,
Alden Central School District has also provided appropriate cleaning and disinfection supplies
to faculty and staff for shared and frequently touched surfaces:
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•

o

Disinfecting spray and disposable wipes are placed near commonly used surfaces (e.g.,
keyboards, desks, remote controls)so they can be wiped down before and/or after use,
followed by hand hygiene.

o

Touch-free amenities, such as water-bottle refilling stations, trash receptacles and
paper towel dispensers, have been installed where feasible.

o

Students, faculty, and staff to bring their own water bottles or use disposable cups.

Alden Central School District conducts regular cleaning of the facilities and more frequent
cleaning and disinfection for high-use/risk areas used by many individuals.

Cleaning and Disinfection Following Suspected or Confirmed COVID-19 Case

•

Alden Central School District has a process in place for the cleaning and disinfection of
exposed areas in the event an individual is confirmed to have COVID-19.

•

Alden Central School District will follow CDC guidelines on “Cleaning and Disinfecting Your
Facility,” if someone is suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19:

C. School COVID-19 Report Card
All public and private (both secular and non-secular) elementary (including pre-kindergarten), middle,
and high schools as well as boards of cooperative educational services (BOCES), charter schools, and
private schools are required to report to the COVID-19 Report Card each operational day. COVID-19
positive data reported on this site includes students, teachers and staff enrolled in the school district
onsite and off-site. This information is either shared by the parent/guardian of the student, notified by
teachers and other staff, or communicated by the local health department.
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Appendix A-CDC/NYSDOH Tables

o

CDC has developed four levels of indicators and threshold for community transmission of
COVID-19. Please refer to Table 1 in the CDC guidance to see the measures. CDC also
provides recommendations for physical distancing and cohorting for elementary, middle,
and high schools at each level of transmission. These recommendations are summarized
below and are required to be adhered to by any school districts when implementing
physical distancing of less than six feet in classrooms. Please refer to Table 2 in the CDC
guidance for more detail.

o

In counties with low and moderate risk of transmission, elementary, middle, and high
schools can maintain physical distancing of at least three feet between students in
classrooms. o In counties with substantial risk of transmission, elementary, middle, and
high schools can maintain physical distancing of at least three feet between students in
classrooms and cohorting is recommended when possible.

o

In counties with high risk of transmission, elementary schools can maintain physical
distancing of at least three feet between students in classrooms and cohorting is
recommended when possible. However, in middle and high schools three feet between
students in classrooms is recommended only when schools can use cohorting. When
schools cannot maintain cohorting, middle and high schools must maintain
physical distancing of at least six feet between students in classrooms.

o

The CDC no longer recommends physical barriers for mitigation where physical distancing
cannot be maintained. A preferred approach is enhanced ventilation and air filtration to
dilute and remove any SARS-Cov-2 particles from the air as described below and in the
CDC school guidance.

19 | P a g e

20 | P a g e

Appendix B- Revised Blue and Gold Hybrid Calendar of Days
NOTE: As of May 19, 2021, K-12 grade students will resume 5 days per week on inperson learning unless fully remote.
This Blue and Gold Hybrid Calendar is only in effect if Erie County Department of Health
reports an increase in the transmission level requiring reduced capacity.

VERY IMPORTANT:
Please NOTE changes with Regents Exams and Instruction days in the month of June.
All students taking an exam will need to be present on the day of their Exam.
Wednesday, June 16th is now a GOLD COHORT day for students in grades 7-11.
Blue students will learn remotely, and Gold students will learn in person.
SENIORS ONLY: Your LAST DAY of instruction will be Tuesday, June 15th.
Blue students will learn in person, and Gold students will learn remotely.
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Appendix C- NYSDOH Core Health and Safety Principles and Definitions
•

Face Masks: School districts must maintain protocols and procedures for students, faculty,

•

Physical Distancing: School districts must maintain protocols and procedures for students,

•

Spaces: To reduce density, School districts should consider and assess additional and/or

staff, and other individuals to ensure appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) is used
to protect against the transmission of the COVID-19 virus when on school grounds and in
school facilities. Specifically, appropriate PPE means, at least, an acceptable mask, which is
required to be worn by all individuals in all classroom and non-classroom settings, including
but not limited to hallways, school offices, restrooms, gyms, auditoriums, etc. All visitors must
wear masks. Masks should have at least two layers of material (e.g. 2-ply). However, School
districts should allow students to remove their mask during meals. Acceptable masks include
but are not limited to cloth-based masks (e.g., homemade sewn, quick cut,), and surgical
masks that cover both the mouth and nose. Please refer to the updated Face Masks and
Coverings for COVID-19 for recommendations on how to wear masks, how to improve mask
protection, a list of which masks are NOT recommended, as well as how individuals can protect
themselves while putting on and taking off a mask.
faculty, and staff to ensure appropriate physical distancing to protect against the transmission
of the COVID-19 virus when on school grounds and in school facilities.
alternate indoor space(s) that may be repurposed for instruction or other required purposes
in support of in-person instruction within the school facility, school grounds, municipal facilities,
municipal grounds, or community (e.g., community centers), as well as outdoor space(s)
where health and safety conditions (e.g., allergies, asthma) allow for such potential usage.

•

In-Person Instruction: To ensure equity in education, School districts should prioritize efforts

•

Cohorts: School districts should “cohort” students, to the extent practicable, to limit potential

to return all students to in-person instruction. However, based on the dynamic nature of local
community transmission of the COVID-19 virus, a phased-in approach or hybrid model
combining in person instruction and remote/distance learning in cohorts may be necessary at
various times through the 2020-2021 school year. In planning for these approaches and
models, school plans should indicate if certain students will be prioritized to return to in-person
instruction first or more frequently based on educational or other needs (e.g., early grades,
students with disabilities, English language learners), given requirements for equity, capacity,
physical distancing, PPE, feasibility, and learning considerations. School districts should
consider prioritizing in-person instruction for students with disabilities who require special
education and related services directly provided in school environments, as well as student
populations that are at greater risk for learning loss.
exposure to the COVID-19 virus. Cohorts, particularly for younger students, are self-contained,
preassigned groups of students with reasonable group size limits set forth by the School
districts in their plans. School districts should enact measures to prevent intermingling between
cohorts, to the extent possible (e.g., separation by appropriate physical distancing, particularly
if there are multiple cohorts in one area). School districts should make reasonable efforts to
ensure that cohorts are fixed – meaning contain the same students – for the duration of the
COVID-19 public health emergency. Faculty may instruct more than one cohort so long as
appropriate physical distancing is maintained. At some levels of community transmission,
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cohorting is recommended if a school is using less than six feet of physical distance in
classrooms. Please refer to Table 2 in the CDC guidance for more detail.
•

Screening:

•

Transportation: Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, School districts must

School districts must implement mandatory health screenings, including
temperature checks, of students, faculty, staff, and, where applicable, contractors, vendors,
and visitors to identify any individuals who may have COVID-19 or who may have been
exposed to the COVID-19 virus. Specifically, all individuals must have their temperature
checked each day. If an individual presents a temperature of greater than 100.0°F, the
individual must be denied entry into the facility or sent directly to a dedicated area prior to
being picked up or otherwise sent home. School districts must also use a daily screening
questionnaire for faculty and staff reporting to school; and periodically use a questionnaire for
students, particularly younger students, who may require the assistance of their parent/legal
guardian to answer. Remote health screening (e.g., by electronic survey, digital application,
or telephone, which may involve the parent/legal guardian) before any individual reports to
school, is strongly advised.
develop protocols and procedures, which include that individuals must wear acceptable masks
at all times on school buses (e.g., entering, exiting, and seated), and that individuals should
maintain appropriate physical distancing, unless they are members of the same household.
School districts should encourage parents/legal guardians to drop off or walk students to school
to reduce density on buses.

•

Food Services: School districts must continue to provide school breakfast and/or lunch to

students who were previously receiving school meals, both on site and remote. For students
on site, School districts must provide meals while maintaining appropriate physical distancing
between students. Students do not need to wear masks when seated and eating so long as
they are appropriately physically distanced. School districts may serve meals in alternate areas
(e.g., classrooms) or staggered meal periods to ensure physical distancing and proper cleaning
and disinfection between students.
•

Ventilation and Filtration: Indoor air quality should be improved by increasing outdoor air

•

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection: School districts must adhere to and promote hygiene,

delivery to the building (ventilation) and removing particulates/viral particles from the air (air
filtration) to the greatest extent possible. Ventilation and filtration together can reduce the risk
of COVID-19 transmission.
cleaning, and disinfection guidance set forth by DOH and the CDC. School districts must train
all students, faculty, and staff on proper hand and respiratory hygiene. School districts must
maintain logs that include the date, time, and scope of cleaning and disinfection, as well as
identify cleaning and disinfection frequency for each facility and area type and assign
responsibility to staff. For additional information and for materials to display in school, please
refer to the updated Stop the Spread of Germs.

•

Contact Tracing: School District smust notify the state and local health department immediately

upon being informed of any positive COVID-19 diagnostic test result by an individual within
school facilities or on school grounds, including students, faculty, staff, and visitors. In the
case of an individual testing positive, the District will implement its plans to support local health
departments in tracing all contacts of the individual, in accordance with the protocols, training,
and tools provided through the New York State Contact Tracing Program. Confidentiality must
be maintained as required by federal and state law and regulations. School districts must
cooperate with all state and local health department contact tracing, isolation, and quarantine
efforts. Consistent with Executive Order 202.61, School districts must continue to make
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reports to the New York State Department of Health COVID-19 School Report Card Dashboard
every day that school is in session, regardless of whether any new tests have been reported
or whether the school was completely remote on that day.
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Appendix D-Daily Health Screening
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Appendix E-Additional Resource Links
New York State Department of Health Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Website
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
New York State Education Department Coronavirus (COVID-19) Website
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus (COVID-19) Website
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Occupational Safety and Health Administration COVID-19 Website
https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus
Erie County Department of Health Website
https://www2.erie.gov/health/
Wyoming County Department of Health
https://www.wyomingco.net/595/COVID-19
Genesee County Department of Health
https://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/health/coronavirus_2019/index.php
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Appendix F-ECDOH Flow Chart

As of 3/29/21: https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/IQFlowChart03292021.pdf
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Appendix G-Communication Regarding Mask Guidance
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